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| Reverend, Brethren, 8 5 
wg had the' Ha ape of were pre 
vious Acquaintance with a prett 

many of you, through my Anal 
ances on our honoured Dioceſan at 
his Primary and laſt Triennial Viſitation ; 1 
purpoſely omitted for Two or Three Viſitati- 
ons paſt, to ſuggeſt any Thing by Way of Ad- 
Vice from this Place, knowing in the Main 
that you were a Body of regular, well-behaved 
Clergy, fuch as diſcharged the Duties of your 
Calling in a laudable Manner, and recomend- 
ed by your” Examples thoſe practical Rules 
AS Which 


40 
which you expounded to others. For this 
Reafon 1 thought it unneceſſary both for yan 

and my ſelf, to give you a long Detail of 

thoſe ſeveral Duties, Which you are ſo well 
acquainted with, and which have been the 
ſtanding Topicks of Diſeourfſts of this Kind; 
mfomnch that moſt Clergymen's private Stu- 

dies are furniſh'd with a ſufficient Number of 
em in Print, and an Addition e 
would ſeem rather Iuperflubus. 

But as Times and Circumſtances are con- 
tinually changing, as well as Bodies and Socie- 
ties of Men, tis unavoidable but that ſome 
new Matters will ariſe, which. may require 
and even demand our moſt ſerious Conſi- 

de ration. 
_ Tis evident that the 8. irit of Infidelity 
has made a much creator Progrel amongſt 
us ina few Years, than, as wecan learn from 
any. Hiſtory extant, it has ever before done 
in any Length or Period of Time whatever. 
Now this is a Matter of vaſt Concern to us 
of the Clergy, two different Mays, as it has 
a direct Tendency to affect us in our private, 
'as well as publick Capacity; as in Tract of 
Time it will probably, injure us in our Pro- 
perties, and as we already find the bad Effects 
LY ir in Regard. to our r Functions. To ' fi 
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firſt-of theſe; Suggeſtions I Fan, ſay but little; 
for-ſhou'd that at any Time hereafter be the 
Caſe; I know not which Way we ſhall obtain 
Redreſs. Our Buſineſs: is to be Obedient to 
the Laws; and. not only fo, but likewiſe. to 
exhort others to a mutual Obedience and Ob- 
ſervance of the ſame, and that not merely 
| from a Principle of Fear, and for the eſcaping 
Puniſhment, but as the Scripture directs, for 
Conſcience Sake. This we are all ſenſible our 
moſt holy Religion obliges us to; and there- 
fore as the Diſpoſal of ſuch Events are lodg d 
in other Hands, we muſt endeavour to com- 
port our ſelves in the beſt Manner we are able, 
caſting all our Care upon God, in a full Aſſu- 
rance that he ſtill careth for us. Thus much 
1 ſhall: obſerve in general, that the whole 
Body of the Ctergy have for many Years paſt, 
behaved in as dutiful and peaceable a Manner | 
towards the Government, as any equal Num- 
ber of Men, of what Rank or Profeſſion ſo- 
ever. And I muſt do the Adminiſtration the 
Juſtice to confeſs, that they themſelves ſeem 
to have made the like Obſervation, and in Re- 
quital have diſperſed by a timely Interpoſition 
ſome ill -boding Storms that were gathering 
aàgainſt us. 
As for my ſecond Suggeſtion, > the great and 
- in viſible 


Ty 


viſible Decay of N brunn Piety is too certain 


a Proof of — J have aſſerted. Indeed 1 
am far from imagining that the Utmoſt we 


can ſay, or do, or write, will be ſufficient to 


ſtop the Growth of Infidelity. It has already 
takon ſuch deep Root, and ſpreads its nume. 
rous Branches ſo wide, that the Engines of 


the World muſt be ſet to work, before it can 


be check'd, much leſs extirpated. This when 


ever it de done, muſt be a national Concern, 


and muſt have the Influence of the Great and | 
Powerful to efte& 1 1t, Nothing leſs than this, 


J fear, will have its due Weight and wiſh' dfor 


Succeſs: For tho Arguments in great Abun- 


dance, ſtrong and even unanſwerable, have 


not been wanting on the Side of Religion; 
yet Men of Pleaſure and Luxury, of Fortune 
and Opulency, ſuch as abound in the World, 


and by their miſapplied Wealth ſeem to carry 
almoſt every Thing before them, will not take 


the Pains to ſearch into the Evidences of their 
Religion, but haſtily run away with any ill 
grounded Opinions, provided they do but tal- 
1y with their Luſts and Appetites, and give 
them no uneaſy Reflections under the full En- 


joyment of their ſenſual Delights. So that 


under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances as theſe, 
we have but a * „ before us, 


and 
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imd tan Iirtle expect an Amendinentof Things; 
unleſs thoſe in the higheſt Stations of all; ſuch 
as are veſted with Authority, and whoſe Ex- 


amples will always have bay reateſt Weight 


on the Bulk of the People; I ſay; uuleſs they 
Mall think fit to ſet about ſome Expedient for 
the diſcountenancing Infidelity, the conſtant 


Parent of Immorality and Profaneneſs; and 


for the promoting in its ſtead true Virtue 


and Goodneſs, which are only to be found in 


the Religion we profeſs. « of 

Virtue and Infidelity are inconeparible© Cha- 
raters; and however ſome Men may have re- 
fined upon Virtue, excluſive of Religion; yet 
when we come to lay aſide the ſeveral pofitive 


Reſtraints or Encouragements of the Goſpel, 


which have ſo powerful an Influence over the 
different Hopes and Fears of Men; we ſhall 


ſoon find that Virtue will be little more than 
nominal, and few will purſue” it as its own 
Reward. 


If we caſt our Eyes round about, we thall 


perceive this to be the Caſe. According to 
the gradual Increaſe of Infidelity, Vice of all 


Sorts has abounded more and more: And tho' 


perhaps in our Country-Retirements we may 


not hitherto be ſo ſenlible of the pernicious 


Dee and Conſequences of it; yet as it is ſo 
in- 


Z [8] N 
induſtriouſly ꝓropagated at this time of Day; 
and meets with ſuch Numbers of Proſelytes 
among People of almoſt every Rank and Con- 

dition in the moſt populous Cities, in that e- 
ſpecially where Men from all Parts of the King - 
dom do at one Time or other reſort, either 
for the carrying on of Commerce and execu- 
ting Buſineſs of ſundry Kinds, or for the Sake 
of Company and Pleaſure, and thoſe worldly 
Diverfions which the Idle and Thoughtleſs are 
daily purſuing ; 1 am afraid a few Years will 
convince us, that hardly any Corner of the 
Nation will be free from its Infection, not- 
withſtanding our utmoſt Efforts and Labours 
tothe contrary. 25 n ep nun 
Under ſuch Difficulties, and ſuch a decli- 
ning State of Religion, it may be proper here 
to reſolve one Queſtion, which naturally offers 
it ſelf; and that is, How are the Clergy to 
behave in theſe Circumſtances; Becauſe others 
deſpiſe the Offices of Religion, ſhou'd they 
become careleſs in the Performance of them? 
By no Means: Tho as Matters now ſtand, 
we cannot expect to be ſo ſueceſsful in our Mi- 
'niſtrations, as we have reaſon to wiſh; never- 
thele ſs let us Endeavour in our ſeveral Stati- 
ons, to do all the Good we poſſibly can; and 
by preſerying at all Times this Ground of Re- 
291 _— 7: = Joycing 
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joyeing; the Teſtimony of our Conſeiences} 


that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, we 
have had our Converſation in a corrupt and 


unbelieving World; let it ſerve to excite us 


to redouble our Vigilance, that we may con- 


tinually be in ſuch a Poſture of Defence, as 
powerfully to reſiſt the Attacks of Infidelity 


under all the Diſguiſes and Pretences of Rea- 
ſon; and by a skilful Uſe of our ſpiritual 


Weapons, that we may be able to ſhew our- 
ſelves more than Conquerors. By this Means, 
whether Men will hear, or whether they will 
forbear, we ſhall be able to render a juſt Ac- 
count of our Miniſtry at the great Day of 
Retribution, inaſmuch as through a fervent 
Mind, a ready Will, and an upright Heart, 


we have diſcharged the Labour and Buſineſs 
of our Vocation as faithful Stewards of the 


Myſteries of God. 
'Tis a lane Confiderstion to reflect, 
how greatly the very beſt of Things are often 


intermixed with an Allay of the worſt. Tis 


demonſtrable that the Church of England by 
Law eſtabliſhed, is the fartheſt removed from 
Corruption of all Sorts, and conſequently ap- 


proaches neareſt to the Simplicity of the Goſ- 
pel, and likewiſe to the Practice of the Primi- 


"ny ound, of any diſtinct Communion pro- 
B ay 
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ſeſſing Chriſtianity, We may juſtly therefore 
lament, that there ſhould be any fo unreaſon- 


able as to ſeparate themſelves from ſo uncor- 
rupta Worſhip as is preſcribed by our Church; 


much more that others in great Numbers. 


ſhould be found, ſo daring and impious, as 
to ſtrive to overthrow the whole Fabrick of 


_ Chriſtianity, and blot out all Religion from 
the Minds of Men. 


1 believe as far as it is permitted for us fi- 
nite Creatures, to. look into the Ways and 
Workings of Providence, we may ſafely con- 
clude, that God has had ſo ſpecial a Regard 
to the Purity of our Church fince the Times 
of the Reformation, as on that Account to 
have interpoſed in a ſignal and miraculous. 


Manner for the Preſervation of the Rights 


and Liberties of the People, when at different 
Times and by various Meaſures, they have 


ſeem d to be brought to the very Brink of De- 


ſtruction. I think this Opinion has no Occa- 


Hop for any other Support, if we only con- 
that ſome ſpeciab Inſtances of the Dan- 
gers * alluded to, and the remarkable Deliver- 
t thereupon, are adopted into 

the Offices of the national Church. 
We have ſb ffigient Intimations fram Scrip · 
te, 5906 God Almighty ordinaxily 4e 50 
tates 
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States and Communities, according to their 


Inclinations to, or Deflections from virtue; 
that Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin 


is a Reproach to any People; that therefore 
a general Practice of Sin and Wickedneſs, has 
a Tendency to plunge Mankind into Ruin and 
Deſolation, in Regard to their temporal Cir- 
cumſtances and Conditions. And indeed the 
Reaſonableneſs of God's acting after this 
Manner is ſufficiently evident, becauſe 
lick Societies of Men conſider' d as ſuch, can 
only be rewarded or puniſhed in this World, 
their common Exiſtence as one Body, extend- 
ing no farther than the preſent Life. So that 
notwithſtanding the many fignal Deliver- 
ances youchfafed to this Church and Nation 
heretofore, we have now very little Reaſon 
to depend upon the extraordinary Mercies of 
Almighty God, conſidering the ftrange Profa- 
nations of his Holy Name, the daily Inſults 
offer'd to his Religion, and the ſubſequent | 


Contempt of the Miniſters thereof. 


As far therefore as the monſtrous Sin of In- 
fidelity, is likely to inyolve us in the com- 
mon Calamity ; it may be proper to conſider, 
what Influence this ought to have upon our 
Conduct, knowing that we are ſet in the 


Midſt of ſo Fung and great Dangers. | © 
; | BZT Te 
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The more we ſeclude our 3 from the 


mean and low Diverſions of the World, the 


more likely we ſhall be to keep our Characters 
unſullied, and to preſerve that Eſteem from 


our reſpective Congregations, which the Im- 


portance of our Office may juſtly claim. For 
if at any Time they ſee us ſink below our 
Characters, they will not only be offended, as 
they have Cauſe to be, but in Caſe of a fre- 


quent Repetition herein, they will grow re- 


gardleſs of our moſt ſerious Inſtructions. The 


Generality of the People will hardly make 


Allowances for the moſt common Failings in 
Men of our Order, and therefore the ready 
Way to avoid Cenſure, is to withdraw our 
ſelves from all thoſe Kinds of Aſſemblies, 


which under the Notion of Pleaſure are prin- 
cipally calculated for the promoting of Vice. 


But as Mankind in general are deſirous of 
Society, and as Men of our Profeſſion, by 


Reaſon of the great Advantages of Education, 


are commonly well qualified ſor the Enjoy- 
ment of Converſation; I think a friendly and 
unreſerved Correſpondence amongſt our own 
Order ought always to be encouraged, as far 
as is ſuitable and not detrimental either to our 
xeſpective Studies or Circumſtances. 4310 
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By ſuch. —_ Intercourſes as are here 
mentioned: , all thoſe ſeveral unaccountable 
Prejudices , which are ſometimes ſeen even 
among Men of Education, will inſenſibly va- 


niſn and diſappear; and the Practice of de- 


rogating from each other's Qualifications, will 
be look'd upon with Abhorrence, as having no 


better Foundation than what ariſes from Self- 


Opinion, and the ape wo have of other 
Mens Talents. - 5 . 
Neither are theſe the principal Advantages 


: accruing hereby; for by this Means we ſhall 


have an. Opportunity of communicating our 
Sentiments to each other concerning the more 
abſtruſe Points of Divinity, and of receiving 
{ſuch caſual Hints from each other, as may 
much facilitate the Courſe of our Studies. 

For as Men according to their various Incli- 


nations and Opportunities of Life, are led 
into different Branches of Learning; ſo the 


Abundance of ſome in one Kind of Learning 


may be happily made to ſupply the Deficiency 


of others, who yet may excel in a different 


Way, and conſequently a reciprocal Improve- 


ment may. reſult there- from. This to a Man 
of common Ingenuity will certainly be the 
moſt agreeable, as well as inoffenſive Way of 
W his r Fours Fe n his Mind 
18 
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is relaxed from the Caxes -and Duties of his 
parochial Charge. However IT am far from 
adviſing the Clergy to ſhun all thoſe who are 
of a different Profeſſion, or ſuch as poſſibly 


I” may not have had the ſame Adyantages of 


Education with themſelves. On the Con- 
trary, I would rather perſwade them, to 
have frequent Interviews with the moſt un- 
derftandivg Part of their Neighbours, and 
eſpecially to pay all decent and ſuitable Re- 
gard to thoſe, whole ſuperior Circumſtances 
do uſually lead to a greater Meaſure of Re- 
ſpect, tho it be not directly in their Power 
either to injure or aſſiſt us. | 
Such a Behaviour will gradually leſſen the 
Prejudices of Men, by what Means ſoever 
they have been formed againſt us, and will 
make them the more eaſily overlook any 
ſlight Miſcarriages, which through Surpriſe or 
Inadvertence we may have the Misfortune to 
fall into, and which even the wiſeſt of Men 
are not always able to prevent. Whereas an 
abfolutely recluſe Life renders us liable to 
divers Inconveniencies : For whatever the 
Motives may be in themſelves, which lead 
10 ſuch: a ſingular Method of Living, the 
Generality of Mankind will be apt to impute 
at to Tanning amiſs, to Moroſeneſs, pb; 


criſy, 
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ily, or a Defect of Underſtanding, or toany 
other wrong Diſpoſition which they hear 
comes neareſt to the particular Temper and 
Conſtitution of a Man. Thus by Degrees, 
a Perſon, perhaps of great intrinſick Worth 
and Learning, will come to be deſpiſed and 
ridiculed,. and what is ſtill worſe, 'tis pro- 


bable ſome of the more brutiſh and ill-prin- 


cipled Part of his Pariſh, will take all Opportu- 


nities to injure him in his, Property; either 


totally to ſecrets and plunder. him of his 


Dues, or to withhold them till they are ob- 


liged by a Proceſs at Law to make Compen- 
ſation on that Behalf. Thus it comes to paſs, 
that Men of Virtue and Knowledge are ſome - 


times thrown: into a Scene. of. Vexation, 


which has been known to end in the Ruin of 
their Circumſtances, and moreover. has helped 
to ſhorten. their Days. 


It muſt be confeſſed, that en Misfor- 


tunes as theſe have ſometimes befallen Men 
of the moſt affable and engaging Diſpeſitions. 


But upon Examination it will d f 
if- 


not always, be found; that the Seeds of 
content were ſown before-hand, during the 
Incumbency of thoſe, who were leſs "a 
of obferving ſuch prudential Maxims as I have 
now been peaking of; So that it hy > 
rom 


— 
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from hence, how vigilant the Clergy ought 
to be, in not ſuffering any Inconveniencies of 
this Nature to ariſe by their own injudicious 
Conduct and Behaviour, and that not only as 
it will affect their own Eaſe and Intereſt, but 
alſo' as in all Probability it will entail Miſ⸗ 
chief even upon their Succeſſors. 
After all that has been ſaid upon this Point, 
it muſt be owned, that ſuch Obſervations 
will extend but to few of the Clergy in Com- 
pariſon of the whole, becauſe generally ſpeak- 
ing, the greateſt Danger lies the oppoſite 
Way. Too great a Degree of Retirement is 
ſeldom found, but in the moſt learned of 
their reſpective Profeſſions: And therefore 
the Splendor of Wealth and the Hopes of Pre- 
ferment are apt to draw off too many from a 
juſt Attendance upon their proper Studies, 
and by Degrees to enliſt them into all the 
ſeveral Diverſions of the Great, which in Pro- 
ceſs of Time become habitual to them. 
What the Conſequences of ſuch Compliances 
are, I ſhall rather chuſe to leave to your own 
Obſeryations, than enter into a diſtin& Reci- 
tal of them. However this Inſtance ſyggeſts 
another obvious Reaſon, why Men of the 
| beſt Learning ought not to ſhut themſelves 
up — the —— but at proper Intervals 
ſhould 
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mould affociate themſelves with their own 


Pariſhioners, and eſpecially with thoſe Per- 
ſons in their reſpective Neighbourhoods, ' 


whoſe Fortunes admit of the greateſt Reſort 
of Company to their Houſes. 


„Int before Fimantion'the Reaſon 10 4 1 


ſnall remove one Objection which lies in the 


Way. Tis known that Places of the largeſt. ' 


Concourſe, are uſually attended with. ſuch a 


Mixture of Company, as 1s not at all agreeable 
to Men of Virtue and Sobriety ; and there- 
fore that it is unavoidable but that the Diſ- 
courſe will ſometimes turn upon ſuch obnox- 
ious Points, as may juſtly offend a chaſte Ear. 
But in Anſwer to this, if a Man's own per- 


ſonal Innocence may be preſery'd in the worſt 


of Company, as no one can deny; I think the 
Objection ceaſes at once. And therefore the 


Reaſon is plain, becauſe in ſuch Caſes, a 


Clergyman of Reputation, may be able to 
give a Check to the whole Diſcourſe; or at 
leaſt may be able to guard tender Minds from 
imbibing the Infection; or laſtly, may be 
inſtrumental in reforming thoſe who have 
been long accuſtomed to ſuch licentious 
Practices. | 
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So much Weight will the Converſation of 


e more learned and pious Clergy obtain in 
the World; whereas a Man of ſlender Abili- 
ties, ſuch a one as is moſt liable to be drawn 
aſide, and led into the Corruptions and Follies 
of Mankind, only ſerves in ſuch Circumſtances, 


to enhance the Ridicule of the profane and 


wicked, and by that Means becomes an Inſtru- 
ment in the Increaſe of Evil. So that a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, in Order to be Service- 
able to the Cauſe of Religion, muſt always 
act up to the Dignity of his Character; and 


if he is ſenſible that his own Qualifications are 


41 ſcanty, he fhould rather debar himſelf 
from mixing with the World, and entring in- 
to the more publick and general Aſſociations, 
for Fear of being drawn into Temptation and 
Vanity, in Proportion to his Want of Sta- 


bility and Learning. 
Tis expected from Men of our Profeſſion; 


to be ready always to give an Anſwer to every 
one that asketh us a Reaſon of our Chriſtian 


Hope, and of the ſeveral Poctrines founded 


thereon. And 1 muſt add likewife, that 
 tince Men have ſought out fo many Inven- 


tions, in order to undermine and root out 


Chriſtianity, we mult ſpare no Pains, nor 


omit 


Tas! 


—_ any Opportunities of weighing. and 
conſidering, and if Occaſion be, of refuting 
the ſeveral Arguments and Reaſons, which 


are advanced to weaken the Evidences of our 
Religion. For tho Men of Years and Ex- 
perience, joined to a conſiderable Compaſs 
of Reading, may from their own Stock of 


Learning, be able to anſwer the Cavils of In- 


fidelity; yet Men of fewer Years, and a 


ſmaller Proportion of. Learning will often 


find themſelves at a Loſs, provided they 
neglect the Controverſies on Foot, and are 
not converſant in the Writings on both Sides 


of the Queſtion, both of them that oppoſe, 
and them that defend the Chriſtian Inſti. 
tution. ; 


And indeed the Neceſſity of ſo doing will 


be ſtill more evident, if we conſider what 
unfair Artifices are conſtantly made Uſe of by 
the Adyocates of Infidelity, how many falſe 
and partial Quotations from ' Writings of 


Antiquity ; - how many Quibbles and Subter- 


fuges in Matters of mere Reaſon; and above 
all, what Loads of Calumny, Detraction, and 
Malice are continually poured out againſt the 


Clergy in general. Neither does their Inve- 


terngy: end here: What traondimary Pains 
CA 3 ha ve 
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have been taken of late to ſet at Nought the 
Labours, as well as Bounty of thoſe, who 
have been concerned in the pious Education 
of Children! What frivolous Applications to 
Political Theorems on that Account; when 
in Truth inſtead of wanting a ſufficient Num. 
ber of Hands to carry on the Manufactures 
and Commerce of the Nation, the Probability 
ſeems to lie on the other Side of the Queſtion, 
if any Judgment can be formed from that 
Multitude of Vagrants which are daily ſeen 
to infeſt our Streets. But ſuch is the reſtleſs. 
Spirit of Infidelity, that all Efforts-are made 
to. aboliſh the Seminaries of Learning and 
Religion, becauſe the latter is uſually grafted 
on the former, and can never be totally oyer- 
thrown, ' ſo long as Learning is encouraged - 
amongſt us. And this ſeems to be the genuine 
Foundation of the greateſt Part of that Heap 
of Calumny which is thrown upon the Clergy, 
and of the Aſperſions which are en our 
two Univerſities. 
But whatever evil: minded Men may ſay to 
diminiſl the Succeſs, or deſtroy the Proſpe- 
rity of theſe two Fountains of Learning, 
they will {till be treated with the higheſt 
Ekeem: by the virtuous Part of Mankind: at 
1 Home. 
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Home, and are conſider'd by all learned Fo- 


reigners Abroad, as the Glory Ornament | 


of the Britiſh Nation. 


Let the Reſult of what has bean ſaid be 
chin that ſince we are ſurrounded with un- 
common Difficulties, let us taxe more than 
ordinary Pains to diſcharge the Duties of our 


Calling with the utmoſt Fidelity. Let us in 


all Things approve our ſelves as the Miniſters 
of God, in much Patience; yea, if it ſhould 


0 happen, in Afflictions, in Neceſſities, and 


Diſtreſſes too: And that by the ſame Me- 
thods the Apoſtle recommends; by Pure- 
neſs, by Knowledge, by Long-ſuffering, by 
Kindneſs, by the Holy Ghoſt, by Love un- 


feigned, by the Word of Truth, by the Power 
of God. by the Armour of Ahe 
the richt Hand and on the left. Tho“ the 


Time is already come, wherein a great many 
will not endure ſound Doctrine, but after their 
own Luſts are for heaping to+ themſelves 
Teachers, even Teachers.of Infidelity ; let us 
not be diſcouraged ſo as to. faint under our 
Burthen. Let us in Meekneſs inſtruct thoſe 


that oppoſe themſelves; , if God peradventure: 


will give them Repentance to the acknow- 


ledging the Truth; wil cauſe the Clouds of 


Prejudice 
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Prejudice to be diſpelled; and the Winds of 
Infidelity to be 'overblown. Let each of us 
be an Example of the Believers, in Word, in 


Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity. Let us at all Times take good 


Heed unto our ſelves; and unto our Doctrine; 
and continue therein, that by ſo doing we 
ey _ ave; our N and ene that 
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Should more recite addreſs. my Re- 
verend Brethren when aſſembled in this 
Manner, were J conſcious that any En- 
deavours of mine would be of the leaſt 
ger vis to any of them in Particular, of of” 
_ the Imalleſt Advantage to the Cauſe of Reli- 
gion in General, Never was any Nation 
more happy in. the Means and Opportunities 
of Knowledge, and of the various Methods 
of Information concerning the whole of our 

—_ to God and Man: eden had any 
People 
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People, I believe, more Advantages from the 
pious and painful Labours of their Predeceſ- 
ſors in Regard to the whole Compaſs of Li- 
terature, both Human and Divine, than 
thoſe of the Communion whereunto we be- 
long. And therefore it ſeems in a good Mea. 
ſure unneceſſary for any private Attempts 
to add to the Labours of thoſe, who have 
Zone before us. But as a ſtrict Attendance 
on Matters of Duty in our Order is always 
neceſſary, ſo a juſt Recommendation thereof 
at ſome proper Intervals, will never, I ye 
ſume, be deemed unſeaſonable. 0 
And indeed ſuch is the tranſient state of 
all ſublunary Things, that as almoſt every 
freſh Return of theſe Sorts of Aſſemblies, 
brings ſome new Members along with it; fo 
it may be expedient every now and then to 
offer ſome Monitions for a regular Diſcharge 
of the Miniſterial Office, eſpecially to thoſe 
who are but newly adopted into the Work 
of the Miniſtry, and whoſe Want of Age and 
Experience may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
admit of Information. 
It is indeed a melancholy Conſideration, 
but ſo it is, that Religion is at the loweſt 
* imaginable, and that Vice and ** | 
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lity do every where abound. A large Share 


of the People ſeem totally regardleſs of the 


Senſe and Spirit and Nature of Religion; 


whilſt others of a different Turn of Mind, 


are doing all they can to new- mould and 
faſhion it, nay to corrupt and adulterate it; 
and ſome are ſtriving to baniſh it out of the 
World. The Generality of Mankind are ei- 
ther ſo intoxicated with Luxury and Pleaſure, 
or overcome with Indolence and Inconſidera- 
tion, or given up to Debauchery and Wicked- 
neſs of all Kinds; that all we can poſſibly 


ſay or do, all that the Clergy can invent or 


write, will, Iam afraid, be inſufficient for a 
thorou gh Reformation in theſe depraved Days, 


_ unleſs we have the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the 


Powerful and Mighty, unleſs we be ſtrength- 


ened and: I er daeek heres the Rulers of this 
World. 


Baßeer chi is <> far frei being a Reaſon 
why Men of our Profeſſion ſhould grow cold 


and heartleſs, or fall into a State of Supine- 


neſs and Deſpondency ; that we ought much 
rather to increaſe our Diligence in the Work 


of our Calling, remembring ſtill that we are 
under the good Providence of a gracious and 


merciful God, who can, if he ſees fit, not on- 


y turn the Hearts of the Diſobedient to the 
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Wiſdom of the Juſt ; but alſo in the Midſt of 
the greateſt Tryals and Temptations can point 
out a Way for the Righteous to eſcape the 
e and Defilements of the World. | 
Such has been the Care, and Wiſdom, ans 
Piety of thoſe who have heretofore had the 
Direction of Ecclefiaſtical Affairs, that we 
find the Sum of our Duty completely defined 
and deſcribed to us in the ſeveral Canons, In- 
junctions, and Rubricks ſubſiſting in our 
Church. Every Thing that may help either 
to regulate our own Conduct, or tend to the 
Edification of thoſe committed to our Charge, 
may with the greateſt Readineſs be found 
therein. A frequent Peruſal therefore of 
theſe eſtabliſhed Rules and Directions of the 
Church, is what I would: above all Things 
recommend to thoſe of my Brethren, who. 
have but newly been admitted into Holy 
Orders. 

Tis too frequent in the World to have 
Things neglected merely for carrying the Face 
of Antiquity; as if Nothing could be pleaſing 
but that only which appeared in a modern 
Dreſs, and that new Inventions were always 
beſt, A Diſpoſition of this Kind has been 
the Cauſe of a great Deal of Error at one Time 


or enden and Men of good 1 and 
In- 


-- Un] 
Ingenuity have even ſplit upon this Rock. 
Becauſe ſome of the more ancient Canons and 
Conſtitutions are now out of Date, that can 
be no Argument at all againſt the Uſe of the 
Reſt. The Exigency of thoſe Times wherein 


they were made, might and did require a 


Number of ſuch as cannot be of any Concern 
or [mport to us, as will plainly appear upon 
a curſory View of the Hiſtory of thoſe Times, 
and the different Occaſions whereupon they 


were made. But ſtill the main Bodyof the ſeve- 


ral Canons and Conſtitutions of our Church, 
are and always will be of ſtanding Uſe, ſo long 


as it pleaſes God to continue us a Church. A 


competent Knowledge therefore in this Kind 
of Learning, 1s what every Clergyman ought 
to be furniſhed withal. This is the Way not 
only to keep him ſteady in the right and 
regular Performance of his own Duty; but 
will be a Means likewiſe of defending him 


from the Impoſitions and Encroachments of 


ſuch as are ready for Enterpriſes of that Kind. 
l believe there are but few amongſt us, 


who are not too ſenſible of a ſtrong Propenſion 
throughout the greater Part of the People for 
Works of that Nature. We find upon Ex- 


perience that the Bulk of our Congregations, 


1 mean in Villages and Country Towns, are 


D 2 not 


9 * 
—— — 3 4 = _— — 
n Dre 3 * 


N 
* 
95 
— 9 
144 
1 


| [28] E 
not only extremely defeRive in Chriſtian 
Knowledge, -but in numberleſs Inſtances they 
ſeem unacquainted with the common Senti- 
ments of Humanity. And therefore they are 
ſo far from eſteeming us in Love for our 
Work Sake, that on the Contrary they fre- 
quently pride themſelves in an Oppoſition to 
what they do but ſuſpect will be agreeable to 
their Miniſter. Neither is this the worſt Side 
of the Caſe: for we frequently meet with At- 
tempts from ſome of them, even to ſecrete 


and withhold. what the Laws of the Land 


have allotted for our Subſiſtence. And if they 
cannot bring their Purpoſes to bear, they 
uſually / betake themſelves” to caſt Aſperſions 
upon our Perſons and Characters, and ſeldom 
ſtick to calumniate , or. ridicule our. good 
Works. 3 Th | 

Theſe are Difficulifes whiah I "== not welt 
how we can extricate our ſelves from, or 
by what Means we can obtain' ſufficient 


- Redreſs. If we betake our ſelves to Methods 


which the Laws direct in Vindication of. our 
Rights or injured Characters, 'tis no unuſual 
Thing for the more obſtinateand illiterate Sort 
immediately to turn their Backs upon the 
Church to deſert and forſake its Worſhip and 
Communion. The next Step is to ſhelter 


them- 
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themſelues; in a Conventicle, and by this 


Means they imagine, they ſhall fully avenge 


themſelves upon their own Paſtor, by running 
into the Embraces of ſuch as are induſtrious 
to promote Separation from the Church, to 
foment and encourage Diviſions and Schiſins. 
So that if we: do but offer to make any Re- 
monſtrance againſt their 11|-Treatment, and 


will not ſubmit to be impoſed upon at every 


Occaſion; tis a Hazard but we loſe a Part of 


our Congregations, as well as undergo a Deal 


of Reproach, of Samen and Slander at the 
lame Time. 

The Indulgence allowed to Scrupulous con- 
ſciences, is a Thing in it ſelf moſt certainly 
well intended. A Man of Candour and Mo- 
deration will make great Allowances for the 
Miſapprehenſions of Sober-minded People. 
And therefore the Indulgence granted to Diſ- 
ſenters merely on Account of their religious 
Doubts and Scruples of Mind, is a Thing high- 
ly reaſonable, under the proper Limitations 
provided by Law. However I cannot but 
bewail, that even the beſt of Things, are 


ſometimes perverted to ill Uſes. This was 


certainly very far from the Intention of the 
Law, that thoſe Perſons ſhould have any 


| Manner of Benefit CER who. deſert their 


| OV: 


30 
own Paſtor: out of Spite and II- will, and 
purely to gratify their ill- grounded Reſent. 
ments. And if this be not Reaſon ſufficient 
for quite Shutting up that Door, as I will not 
take upon me to fay it is; Iam certain tis an 
inconteſtable Argument, why that Door 
ſhould be made no wider, why the Fences and 
Boundaries of the Church ſhould not be 
thrown up or enlarged. The late Attempts 
of the Diſſenters cannot but afford juſt Matter 
of Surprize, if we only examine a little into 
the Unreaſonableneſs of their Expectations. 
The Conſtitution of this Nation is known 
to confiſt of two Parts, Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil. And theſe two Parts of the Conſtitu- 
tion are fo interwoven and blended together, 
that the main Body of our Laws have a mu- 
tual Reference and Allufion to each. 'Tis 
vaſtly ſurprizing therefore that the Diſſen- 
ters, who have an avowed Diſaffection to 
one Part of the Conſtitution, ſhould have the 
Confidence to attempt a Repeal of the Te 
A, which was provided for a Security to 
the preſent Eſtabliſhment both in Church 
and State. Have the Diſſenters ever been 
able to prove that the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper is an unlawful Teſt? Suppoſing the 
Sacrament has at any Tims been profaned on 
this 
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this Account; is the Church of Eneland 


chargable with that, or will not the Guilt of 
ſuch Profanation reſt on the Heads of them 


only, who have received it unworthily ? 
Does the Church of England oblige any One, 
not being duly prepared, to go directly and 
receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
contrary to the Terms and Directions of the 
Goſpel? No One can affirm this conſiſtently 
with Truth. 

If the Diſſenters will depart from the beſt 


conſtituted Church in the World, where 


there are no unlawful Terms of Communion 


| impoſed upon them, and where every Thing 


relating to Doctrine or Worſhip is founded on 
Scripture, and built upon the Model of the 
Primitive Church; this is certainly a very 
inſufficient Reaſon, why the Legiſlative Pow- 
er ſhould alter the Conſtitution to gratify 


them, at the certain Expence of diſobliging 


the Bulk of the Nation in general: For it mult: 
be allowed that the Diſſenters only, are but 
a ſmall and inconſiderable Number of People, 
in Compariſon of the Members of the Eſta - 
bliſhed Church. 

With what Face can a Set of people Unie 
ſuch Circumſtances attempt an Alteration or 
Repeal of the Laws? Surely inſtead of aiming 
at. 
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at any Innovations or Infringements upon our 
Church, they ought to be well ſatisfied and 
ſincerely thankful for thoſe ample Indulgences 
they have hitherto enjoy d, whereby they are 
ſet free from all Manner of Perſecution on 
Account of their Diſſentions, and have 
moreover a Liberty of worſhipping God in 
their own Way. 
But fo far from having a grateful Senſe of 
theſe Advantages, we find them on the Con- 
trary moſt heavily complaining and venting - 
their Spleen, for not having a ſhare in thoſe 
Offices of Truſt, which the Wiſdom of the 
Legiſlature has thought proper to confine 
within the Members of the national Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. And in Order to ſupport 
their unreaſonable Pretenſions, they make a 
mighty ſtir about their Natural Rights; as if 
thoſe Rights, as they are pleaſed to call them, 
were an indiſputable Plea for an Admiſlion to 
Power. But if this Plea of theirs proves any 
Thing at all, will it not be found to prove too 
much ? Do they not forget, that this. very 
Argument will hold for the Papiſts as well as 
themſelves? I would therefore hereupon ask 
the Diſſenters one ſhort Queſtion ; Do they 
think that the Papiſts ought to be. truſted 
with Power and the Adminiſtration of the 


Laws? 
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Laws? I believe I may venture to take it for 
granted, that they would anſwer in the Ne- 
gative. And the moſt obvious Reaſon for 
ſuch an Anſwer would be, the Diſaffection 
which the Papiſts are conceived to have, to 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State. And will not the ſame Reaſon hold 
good for excluding the Diſſenters, in Regard 
to their Diſaffection to one Part of the Con- 
ſtitution? J aver that it will. Whar F is the 
Purity of that Doctrine, and the Manner of 
that Worſhip preſcribed by our Church, of ſo 
little Concern, as to be given up at the Cla- 
mours of ſome preſumptuous Sectaries? 

They would indeed be thought to have an 
extraordinary and uncommon Degree of Zeal 
for the Support of the Government, and the 
Civil Adminiſtration in the Proteſtant Line. 
But -can it be thought reaſonable, that one 
part of our Conſtitution ſhould be given up 
as a Compliment on that Account? Allowing 
what they aflert to be true in Reſpect to their 
Attachment to the ſecular Branch; I would 
fain know what extraordinary merit they can 
raiſe from hence? Surely this is but a juſt 
Tribute for the Security of their Perſons, and 


thoſe ſeveral Immunities wherewith the Laws 


of the Land haye thought fit to indulge them. 
7 1 And 
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And therefore how plauſible ſoever they may 
imagine it to be, certainly this is but aſhallow 
Pretence. For can it be ſuppoſed, that there 
is any Thing more in this pretended Zeal of 
theirs, than as it is founded in an Oppoſition 
to the unwarrantable Claims in Behalf of a 
Popiſh Adminiſtration and Government? And 
may it not be ſaid, without derogating from 
their Zeal in this Particular, that the Clergy 
and People of the Church of England are as 
little deſirous of a Popiſh Adminiſtration, as 
the warmeſt of them? 

If the Toleration ſhould ever be permi itted 
to break in upon the Eſtabliſhment, what 
will become of the Merit of that Revolution, 
which we yearly commemorate as a Day of 
Thankſgiving? The Security of. our Conſtitu- 
tion in both its Branches, was the principal 
Buſineſs of that happy Revolution. And as 
the Laws now ſtand upon that Foot, there is 
ſo cloſe a Connect ion between Church and 
State, that the Security of the Former is, in 
every reſpect, as much the Concern of the 
Adminiſtration, as the Welfare of the Latter. 
So that if the Roman Catholicks are juſtly 
ſub jected to divers Limitations on Account of 
their Diſaffection to both Branches of the 
Conſtitution; certainly the Viſſenters * Gat 8 


7  — 


E B.A. A oa eons Bibs 


[L 27 


juſtly ſubjected to an Incapacity of holding 


Offices and Places of Truſt, by Reaſon of their 


Diſaffection to the Eſtabliſhed Church, If 


the Diſſenters could convince Mankind in 


general, that in making the Church England 


a Fundamental Part of the Conſtitution, our 
Anceſtors had eſtabliſhed: a corrupted Faith 
and Worſhip; I muſt own in ſuch Caſe; their 


Applications to the Legiflature would be very 
juſt and proper. This whenever they have 


attempted to do, they have conſtantly been 


defeated and put to ſilence. But notwith- 


ſtanding they have never yet been able to do 


this, they ſtill inſiſt upon their natural Rights, 
and call out for Power to enable them to van- 
quiſh by Force and Strength, what they never 


could do by Reaſon and Argument. 
If it be lawful for the Civil Power to protect 


and aſſiſt the Church, or to ſupport Religion 
by the Influence of any Human Authority 
whatſoever; then certainly there can be no 


juſt Ground of Complaint in Regard to the 
Privileges annexed to our Church. Neither 
can any good Reaſon be given, why the 
Church once conſtituted by publick Authority, 
ſhould not require ſome authentick Teſti- 
mony and Evidence of Aſſent, ſome Aſſurance 


of 1 both to its Doctrine and Dif- 
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cipline, from thoſe that are to be employ ed 
in its publick Miniſtrations. If there ought 
to be Churches at all in the World, (as accord- 


ing to Scripture Rule tis certain there ou ght) 
then there is an abſolute Neceſſity of a ſpecial 


Deſignation of Perſons for the Miniſtry, be- 


cauſe the very Form and Eſſence of a Church 
conſiſts in the Exerciſe of Miniſterial Acts, in 


the Preaching of the Word, and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Sacraments. Does not the Thing 
therefore ſpeak it ſelf, that for the Preſerva- 
tion of Order and Decency in the Church, there 


muſt be Authority ſomewhere lodged, to ad- 
mit or exclude ſuch Perſons as offer them- 


ſelves for the Work of the Miniſtry. 


Where then is the Hardſhip of Teſts and 
Subſcriptions, ſo loudly complained of by the 
Adverſaries of the Church? Nothing is more 
certain than that every Man has a Right to 
uſe his own Judgment in Matters of Religion. 
A blind Obedience, or an implicit Faith, is 
in no wiſe a Doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land. As the Scripture alone is the true Rule 


of Faith, every Man is concerned to make 


the beſt Enquiries he can into the Senſe and 
Meaning contained therein. But is not this 
a manifeſt Reaſon, why the Church in like 
Manner ought to judge for 1 it ſelt! ? Shall every 

In- 
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Individual in the Commonwealth have 2 
Right to make Enquiry into the Meaning of 


Scripture, and to form a Judgment in Purſu- 
ance thereof; and ſhall not the Church have 


A2 Liberty to Gd the ſame? Surely no One can 


deny that Privilege to the Church, which e- 
very Chriſtian has a Title to claim. This 1s 


ſo plain a Caſe, that I wonder any ſerious and 


conſiderate Perſon ſhould poſſibly miſtake it. 
The Church in ordaining Men for the Mi- 


niſtry executes a Truſt, for which She ſtands 


accountable to Almighty God, for a right 


and regular Diſcharge of the ſame. By whoſe 


Judgment then in a Caſe of that Moment; 
ſhall the Church be determined; ought She 
not in all Reaſon to be determined by hex 


own? Yes certainly. Nothing can be plainer 


or more evident than this. For as every pri- 
vate Man's Judgment is allowed to be the 
Meaſure of his own Conduct, the Caſe is the 
fame, or rather ſomewhat ſtronger, in Re- 
gard to thoſe, who are legally veſted with 
publick Authority. This has been the ſtand- 
ing Practice of all Nations and religious Com- 
munities; yea, even where Men of the ſame 
Perſwaſion with the Diſſenters themſeblves 
have been in Authority, tis notorious that 
they have — rejected every 3 
that 
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that had an Aſpect towards a Comprehenſion; 
alledging that it would be eſtabliſhing Iniqui- 
ty by a Law. And therefore it was a heavy 
Implication of a mean Opinion of Perſons at 
the Helm, to think they were ſo regardleſs of 
the Intereſts of Religion, as to give up one 
main Branch-of the Conſtitution, -at the Cla- 
mours of a few intemperate Schiſmaticks, in 
Contradiction to the Judgment of the more 
cool and conſiderate Part among their own 
Body; and according to my View of Things, 
is ſuch a Piece of Boldneſs offer d towards the 
Adminiſtration, as even to deſerve ſome pub- 
lick Mark of Reproof. 1 ſhall cloſe this Point 
in the Words of a Judicious Writer on the 
ſame Occaſion : 

* If the Members of the Church of England 
ce are obliged in their own Defence to expoſe 
the Diſſenters to Reſentment, they only are 
ce anſwerable for it, who give the. Occaſion. 
e We have lived with them inoffenfively for 
many Years; they have had the full Enjoy- 
ment of their own Opinions, and the Profeſ- 
« Hon of them, uninterupted and unenvied. 
« From the private Members of our Church 
t they have met with no Inſults or Revilings, 
ce hut a neighbourly, Chriſtian Correſpondence. 
* Fram: our Clergy N have received every 

ce In- 


1 
Inſtance of Brotherly Charity which our 
& Religion requires to be ſhewn to Perſons of 
* different Perſwaſions; from His Majeſty 
cc they have met with as much Grace and Fa- 
« your as 1s conſiſtent with our Conſtitution ; 
from our Conſtitution, as much Indulgence 
*as the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature thought 
eit ſafe to grant them; more than any 
e other. Diſſenters from an Eſtabliſhed Go- 
« yernment, ever enjoyed, more than they 
« themſelves ever granted, whenever they 
* had it in their Power to diſcourage different 
« perſwaſions. And yet, theſe Men, ſo high- 
*ly favoured, ſo peculiarly indulged, far 
«© from being thankful, not in the leaſt ſenſi- 
<ble of their Happineſs, accuſe the Legiſſa- 
« ture of Oppreſſion; the Biſhops and Clergy 
*of Tyrannical Pride and Ambition; the 
ce whole Communion with the Want of a 
« Spirit of Religion, Honour, and Liberty; 
© the whole World, who think Eſtabliſhments. 
and Diſq ualifications lawful, of Bigotry and 
” Scelf-imaoreſt; Thus with an Air of Infalli- 
«© bility, they complain of Bigotry; of Self- 
* intereſt, and Ambition, while they are im- 
e petuouſly puſhing for Places of Honour and 
„Profit. In the Spirit of Bitterneſs they 


rave againſt Pexſecutians their. Charity 
* they 
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ce they ſhew by wth Cenſures and unjuſt Re: 
«proaches ; their Moderation by Clamours 
and Threatnings; their Loyalty by ſedi- 
<*tious Attempts to ſet the Nation in a 
ce Flame. This is the Temper, this the Be. 
* haviour, by which they expect to recom- 
© mend, or rather force themſelves into 
Power.“ 
J hope I ſhall not be underſtood, as if I de- 
 Hgned, or even wiſhed, to fet on Foot any ri- 
gorous Methods: That is far from my Inten- 
tion. What J chiefly aim at is, to point out 
the Neceſſity of being upon our Guard; that 
we may always be found in a prepared Condi- 
tion to defend ourſelves againſt the Attacks of 
our Enemies. But in chuſing out our Weapons 
for theſe Encounters, let us principally rely 
on the Armour of ſound and unbiaſs'd Rea- 
ſon: And in the Management hereof, let us 
not endeavour to make it too ſharp or cutting, 
but rather let it be prudently and cautious- 
ly temper d with the mild Ingredients recom- 
mended in the Goſpel. If it be poſſible, as 
the Apoſtle adviſes, as much as in us lies, that 
is to ſay, without any mean or diſhoneſt Com- 
pliances, let us live peaceably with all Men; 
To which 1 ſhall add, let us admoniſh 
others to do the Like. Let us frequently ” 
5 : min 
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mind our ſeveral Auditories of the Neceſſity 
of Peace and Good - will to each other; of the 
Fitneſs of fuch a Frame and Diſpoſition of 


Mind to carry us on towards Holineſs and 


Obedience to the Goſpel ; and laſtly, of the 


great Rewards which are promiſed by our 
Saviour to them that make Peace, that there- 


by they are entitled to the gracious Appella- 
tion of the Children of God, 


Theſe Meaſures ought ſteadily to be pur- 
ſued, in Point of Prudence as well as Duty. 
There is more than ordinary Occaſion at this 


Time of Day, to be particularly cautious of 


giving Offence, that upon any juſt Cauſe of 
Complaint the Miniſtry might not be blamed. 


Tis our Misfortune that we are not only 


to combat with Hereſies and Schiſms, and 


with Ignorance and Obſtinacy in the meaner 
Sort ; but alſo with outrageous Infidelity, 


having, or at leaſt pretending to have, an 
Appearance of Knowledge. The evil Sug- 


geſtions of this Spirit of Antichriſt, have but 


too viſibly appeared in thoſe numerous Re- 


_ proaches and frequent Attacks which have 
been made upon our Order. What the Con- 


ſequence of this may be in Time, I know 

not. But ſure Iam, that unleſs we were in 

Poſſeſſion of a better Scheme, unleſs we had 
| zo . 
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a more confiſtent Model of a new. Buildiog 4 
common Prudence might teach us not to pull 
down That wherein we were bred and born, 


rather than after having ſo done, to lie naked 
and expoſed without the Hopes and ExpeQa- 


tions of a Life to come, without any Manner 


of Dependance upon thoſe future Rewards, 


which are moſt aſſuredly brought to Light 


and manifeſted to the World by the Goſpel of. 


Chriſt, 


5 muſt be 8 by all W rial Men, 
and it much redounds to the Honour of our 
Profeſſion, that all the Adverſaries of the 

Chriſtian Religion that have been hardy e- 

nough to appear in Print, have been thorough- 


ly defeated and compleatly anſwered: by wor- 


thy and learned Writers from among our 
ſelves. So that the Clergy have not been 
wanting in the Performance of their Part for 
{ſtemming this Tide, theſe Overflowings of 


Ungodlineſs. Whether others have done ſo 
much as might have been expected on this 


Account, I cannot take upon me to ſay, This 
one Thing I may venture to obſerve, that 


great Lenity towards ſuch Miſcreants may be 


miſapplied, even with Regard to theOrdinances 


of Men. For how induſtrious ſoever ſome 


Men may have been to remind us that Chriſt's 
King- | 


ww A. Ana ÞJNd At 


vv aA tz. 1 


[ 43 ] 
Kingdom is not of this World; yet certainly 
it will be allowed by all Chriſtians at leaſt, 
that his Religion is, and that it ought to be 
the firſt and principal Concern of as many as 
believe the Gaſpel of Chrift, Is not every 
Seventh Day appartioned by Law for the Ser: 
vice of God? And is not the whole Syſtem of 
the Laws themſelves drawn up in Subordina- 
tion to. the Precepts of Chriſtianity ? Such 
Miſdemeanors therefore asl have been fpeaking 
of, are. doubtleſs within the Reach of the 
Law, and as ſuch I ſhall leave them to the 
Conſideration of thofe, who have a more im- 
mediate Concern in the Diſpenſation of 
Juſtice. £1 I 
Altho' the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
cannot be ſaid to lie under any abſolute Diſ- 
couragements, but ſuch as proceed from Irreli- 
gion, and the gradual Increaſe of Immorality 
and Licentiouſneſs; Yet, as I apprehend, 
twould be no ſmall Satisfaction to the Body 
in general, to be indulged with anOpportunity 
of trying their Abilities in a Collective Capa- 
city; to ſee if they could poſſibly do any 
Thing more effectual than that they have al. 
ready done, towards ſuppreſſing the Contagion 
and Predominancy of Vice. This, next to,the 
Endeayours of the Great and Powerful, ſeems 
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to be the moſt probable Means, according to 
my Apprehenſion, of putting a Check to the 


Growth of Atheiſtical Principles, and to the 


fatal Conſequences which will naturally and 
unavoidably iſſue therefrom. And the Reaſon 
of this is, I think, evident; becauſe in ſuch 


Caſe, there would be a number of the moſt able 


Hands always ready to defend the Concerns 


of Religion, in Proportion to the Attacks 


which are made upon it. And it might rea- 


ſonably be preſumed that in this Ca pacity, all 


the ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian Religion, 


which may happen to be aſſaulted by the Pens 


of Unbelievers, would be ſubſtantially de- 


fended under the united Labours of fo able 


a Body, having the Aids and Aſſiſtances of all 


Manner of Learning, to be mutually ſupplied, 
as Occaſion ſhould require. This to me is a 


convincing Argument of the Uſefulneſs and 


Expediency of Eccleſiaſtical Conventions. 


And this I take to be the Reaſan why all Com- 
munities whatever, where Chriſtianity is pub- 
lickly eſtabliſh'd by Law, have their peculiar 
Synods, and ſtated Times of aſſembling for the 
Purpoſes of Religion, purſuant to the Frame 
of their reſpective Eſtabliſhments. Neither 
can any one ſufficient Reaſon be given for the 
total Diſuſe of ſuch Kind of Aſſemblies. Tis 


[45 ] 


poſſible. indeed, that Reaſons” of State may 


ſometimes require a Temporary Diſcontinu- 
ance. Of that I cannot pretend to judge. But 


certainly no Objections againſt Eccleſiaſtical 
Synods will hold in the General, as if they 
were never of Service to the Cauſe of Religion. 
To inſtance in the main Objection of all: Sup- 
poſing ſome Perſons thro the Warmth of their 
Imaginations, and the Strength of their Zeal, 
have been carried to ſome Lengths, even in 
religious Debates, - which on cool Deliberation 
and ſerious Reflection they would have choſen. 
to have ſhunn d; certainly this is but a flen- 
der Objection to be put in the Balance againſt 


the ſeveral Advantages of new Lights and 


Diſcoveries, which are uſually ſtruck out on 
thoſe Occaſions. This therefore is ſo far from 


being a ſubſtantial Objection againſt: the Ne- 


ceſſity of Eccleſiaſtical Synods, that it is ra- 
ther an additional Reaſon for their Continuance 


on the ancient Foot of Eſtabliſhment. 


'Tis impoſſible for publick Aſſemblies, as 
they; are compoſed of a Number of Perſons 
of various Talents and Opinions, to keep 
clear of every Extreme which may occaſion 


ſome Degrees of Heat. The beſt conducted 


Aſſemblies in the World have always fallen 
ſhort of ſuch an Expectation. Some Men are 
N 5 8; hal 


* ů 2 A EN PEI 


4 8 
= — r Pry — CS. . 
r 


PRE 


CIR i. 2 I l - \ 
-\ —— MA * —_ * * 
1 
my r N * * * hot ao.” N * © => ow — — — 
r rr — I WIT 2 — : 
= . ee ne, ATI - f A * . * 1 


9 1 — r eee - * — — 
3 — . . ny ap: 
8 W * = N 3 r 2 = — 
n — 3 8 — ' 
* 


4 
,- a 9 — rr p . N 3 . — * 
— . et EH ESR rr TTT 
: . . — cat — my $ "% MoS TELE . —— . 8 
— GR, oat # , 1 — — — — 2 8 
OC . — r — Ts — —— 
5 


2 


led * the Dictates of Conſcience to oppoſe 


what others as heartily embrace, and in Caſes 
of Intricacy tis not to be wonder'd at, if 
the Majority has fometimes been led on the 
wrong Side of the Point in Debate. And 
whenever this happens to be the Caſe, even 
the molt religious and diſpaſſionate Men may 


be agitated to a Degree, as to expreſs ſome 


Vehemence in Support of their Opinions, 


This is unavoidable in all publick Aſſemblies, 
T mean of thoſe ſet apart for Buſineſs, of what 
Denomination or Kind ſoever. Nay further, 
ſome Men will always be fond of diſplaying 

their Talents, and rather than fail of an Op- 
portunity of ſo doing, will give into ſuch 


Meaſures as cannot without Difficulty be ac- 


counted for by others. But whatever Motives 
ſuch Proceedings may ſpring from, the Deſire 


of excelling in any Art or Science 1s moſt cer- 


tainly laudable, and ought to be encouraged 


with publick Rewards. 

Wherever the contrary practice prevails, 
and nothing is regarded in the Diſtribution of 
thoſe Rewards, but particular Dependances 


on, or Alliances to great Men; under ſuch 


Circumſtances it cannot otherwiſe be expected 
but that Learning of courſe will quickly de- 


Cline, as being deprived of the proper Sup- 
ports 
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ports and Eneouragements. And therefore 


ſuch a wrong Diſpoſition of the accuſtomed 
Rewards and Incentives to Merit, would 


| ſoon have a very bad Effect in Seminaries of 


Learning, where Men are trained up under 
an Expectation of Preferment in Proportion 
to their Advancement in Years and Know- 
ledge. If ſuch a Method thould ever come 
to be univerſally purſued, this would ſoon 
put Men on the Study ef worldly Policy, 
more than Books, and Letawentky muſt end 
in a total Relaxation of Diſcipline and. Order. 
Inſtead of a due and conſtant Applieation to 
Reading, . inſtead of furniſhing the Mind with 
a plentiful Store of Knowledge in the ſeveral 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; in this Caſe, they 


would be apt to take more Pains in adorning 


the Outſide, and an Affectation of Dreſs. and 


Politeneſs would probably take up the largeſt 
Share of their Time. Thus by Degrees they 


would naturally fall into thoſe trifling Amuſe- 
ments which the Generality of the World, who 
have much Leiſure and but little Learning, 
do uſually buſy themſelves withal. Neither 


would this Evil ſtop here, for hereby would 


be laid a certain Foundation for Luxury and 
Want, for Extravagance and Irreligion, and 
a Train of Evils too many to be mentioned. 
The 
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The very Proſpect of ſuch a perverted state 
of Things, how-diſtant loever, is enough to 
give ſome Uneaſineſs to a virtuous Mind, 
conſidering that we live in ſuch a depraved 
Age, as that the utmoſt Vigilance, Circum- 

ſpection, and Care will but _—_ be ſufficient 
to preſerve even the ſtricteſt and moſt re- 
tired Societies free from Infection. Such 
Perſons therefore who have the Direction of 

Societies and Foundations for Learning, ought 
to yield. a more than ordinary Inſpection into 
the Behaviour of thoſe committed to their 
Care. This is highly neceſſary at this Time 
of Day, for we find that great Numbers of 
People in the World, even ſome whom Grati- 

tude ought to reſtrain, are fond of every Op- 
portunity of detracting from the Merit, and 
diſputing the Uſefulneſs of thoſe pious Foun- 
dations, and would be glad, as J imagine, to 
ſee them utterly diſſolved. 

But be the Event as it will, it will always, 
as I conceive, be both for the Adyantage and 
Credit of our Church, to take none into its 
Miniſtry, but ſuch as have Teſtimonials of a 
regular Education, and areentitled thereunto 
by their reſpective Degrees. Inſtances to the 
contrary ought to be of a very extraordinary 

Nature indeed. Every Departure from this 
Rule, 
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Rule, is as far as Lam capable of judging, 
in ſome Meaſure an Injuſtice to our two Uni- 
yerfities. And therefore according to my 
Apprehenſion, hardly any thing can juſtify in 
Point of Conſcience an Act of this Kind, but 
where a Perſon duly qualified is really want - 
ing, where the Number of ſuch is actually 
deficient to ſupply the Exigencies and Vacan- 
cies in the Church. But as this cannot ſo 

much as be pretended with any Colour of 
Truth, no one Thing which has the leaſt 
Tendency to bring the ſmalleſt Diſcredit on 
thoſe two learned Bodies, ought to meet with 
any Countenance from a true Member of our 
h rt’tGF 2 ene r 


| Theſe are my Sentiments of the Matter, 


and I hope at leaſt, they are rightly founded. 


For if ever it ſhould come to paſs in future 


Times, that our Univerfities ſhould be diſre- 
garded, that the learned Profeſſors and Gover- 
nors of Colleges ſhould be 1lighted and over- 
look'd, that the publick Encouragements and 
Rewards of Merit ſhould be diverted into. 
another Channel, and the loweſt of the Tribe 
advanced to the High Places on ſecular Ac- 
counts; If ever it ſhould come to paſs, that 
the moſt inſignificant Tools of our Order, 1 


mean with Regard to Miniſterial Qualifica- 
ttt. "M 


tions, 
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tions, either by Means of a caſual Situation 


pliſnhed Profeſſors and laborious Divines; and 


under a proportionable Neglect of the ſeveral 


_ centives to Learning and Induſtry, So that 


centives ſhould be cancelled, through a Mil- 
application of the Encouragements alluded 
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in a Corporation, or Borough, or near the 
Seat of a great Man, thould ſtand a better 
Chance for attaining the moſt eminent Sta- 
tions in the Church, than the moiſt accom- 


that only for helping to carry on the ſecular 
Intrigues and worldly Contrivances of the 
Rich and the Great, and moſt probably too, 


Duties of the Clerical Function; if this State 
of Things ſhould ever happen to take Place, 
*twill be impoſſible for all Well-wiſhers to the 
Eſtabliſh'd Church not to be under melan- 
choly . for the en 
thereof. 

The more eminent Stations and Ranks in 
che Church have generally been confider d as 
the proper Rewards of Virtue and Merit. 
Theſe therefore of Courſe are the great In- 


if ever it ſhould come to paſs, that theſe In- 


to; the Conſequence muſt needs be a gradual 
Decay of Arts and Induſtry, and of the ſeve- 
ral Branches of Literature, human and di- 
vine. What therefore can be expected _— 
uch 
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fuch Circumſtances, but that a Flood of Ig- 
norance ſhould overſpread the Nation in Tract 
of Time. I wiſh the Seeds of it are not pre- 
paring to be ſown in the preſent Generation. 

Let us therefore, my Brethren, having an 
Eye to the Difficulties and Dangers we are 
under, exert ourſelyes more abundantly in 
the Cauſe of Religion. There are none of us, 
how retired ſoever our Situation may be, but 
are ſu ppoſed to have ſome Influence over our 
Congregations. And the World is not yet 
grown quite ſo bad, but that a worthy Clergy- 
man will meet with ſome Regard, tho pro- 
bably not ſo much as he may deſerve. What 
little Credit therefore we ſtill retain, let it all 
be employed in the Advancement of Religion. 
Let us ſtrictly adhere to that pure and un- 
corrupt Form which is taught in our Church, 
and which by the good Providence of Al- 
mighty God neither Infidels nor Sectaries 
have yet been able to overturn. And ſhould 
our beſt Endeavours prove ineffectual to de- 
fend us from the Aſſaults of Infidelity and 
Schiſm, yet we have one Thing remaining 
which can never be unſeaſonably or overmuch 
uſed, and that is Prayer. Let us therefore 
be inceflant in our Prayers to God, that he 


will be Epcicully Ak to protect and de- 
| fend 


fr) 


fend our church; and to that End, that he 
will ſo Rule the Hearts, and diſpoſe the 
Thoughts of all Orders and Degrees of Men 
amongſt us, from the higheſt to the loweſt, 
that they may ever ſeek God's Honour and | 
Glory, and ſtudy the Preſeryation and Wel- 
fare of our Church. And being thus found 
to have a hearty Deſire to pray; let us rely 
upon God for the Succeſs of our Petitions, 
humbly imploring his divine Aid and Afiſt- 
ance, that we may be defended and comforted 
in all Dangers and Adverſities, gr daun 
Chriſt our Lond. Amen. f 


Sold by 2 Ochorne in Gra lun. : 


"The Rule of Worſhip in the Church of England, ſet forth and 
vindicated : A Viſitation Sermon, 1729. 


Two Diſcourſes: wherein The „ of the . 
The Caſe of Subſcription, and The Privileges of the Clergy are con- 
ſider d. 1731. 
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